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Unisat: the British direct broadcast satellite system
[abstract only]

By P. L. V. HickmAN
Space Division, British Aerospace p.l.c., Argyle Way, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire SG1 24D, U.K.

A A

Since the formation of the International Satellite Organization, communicaticns
satellites have been a clear, and until the present perhaps, the only, example of a
commercial application of space. The money to finance these operations have come,
for the most part, from state-owned institutions (the P.T.Ts) in the member states.
From the outset the U.K. Government made it clear that direct broadcasting by
satellite in the United Kingdom would have to be financed by the private sector.
This paper will briefly describe the steps that have so far been taken along this path
by the providers of the satellite service and the problems that can be encountered.
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